the station of Lyon to deliver some false seals and false stamps to
a comrade when he was arrested by some of Doriot's men who
were working for the Germans. They made him climb into a car
and took him to Fresnes. Pioche lit his pipe. "That's certainly the
last one you will smoke/5 said one of the gangsters who accom-
panied him. Pioche smokes a great deal and fast. And each time
he put his hand in liis tobacco pouch he pulled out a stamp or a
seal and slipped it between the cushions in the car. Then he said,
"If I must die soon I might as well eat the chicken I have in my
musette bag." He bit into a leg, he bit into a wing, and while so
doing his agile fingers delved into the carcase which was stuffed
with seals and stamps, and threw them with the bones through
the window. When he reached Fresnes he no longer had anything
dangerous on him. In spite of this, and to make him confess, they
led him three times before the execution wall. He wept out of
sheer innocence. In the end they released him. What amuses
Joseph Pioche most in this whole Business is the fact that in
Fresnes he met a landed proprietor who had had him thrown into
prisDn for having poached on his property. They had become
good friends. The other was shot.

These stories carried us without too much boredom till dark.
We went to the terrain. This time the signals were seen by the
plane. It landed just in the right spot. The British airmea who
carry out these missions are first-class. But the plane was too
heavy for the soaked ground.

It got stuck in the mud so deep that the united efforts of the
crew, the passengers it had brought and ourselves could ndt get
it free. Then the English pilot said, with magnificent confidence,

"We must get help from the neighbouring village/*

"Come with me and we'll see the mayor," Joseph Pioche said
to him, "because if I went alone he might not believe me."

They went and awoke the mayor and they came Hack with all
the men of the village.

They got the plane free.

*

Lemasque, after his escape, took only a week of rest and got
back to work. He has just been arrested again. By luck he is still*
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